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Agenda 

• Overview of the assessment structure

• Split of Content: Adjusting your planning and Scheme of Work. 

• How to prepare your students for a mid-course Unit 1 entry. 

• Tiering decisions

• Ways that you can use the available exam windows to support student 
progress. 
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Assessment 
Structure
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Modular Maths Specification A (4XMA1) - Link

4

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/mathematics-a-2024-modular.html


Modular Maths 
Specification A
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First Teaching in Sept 
2024

First Exams in 
May/June 2025

Exams in the same slot 
as the linear 
specification

Defined content per 
paper

(4XMA1) 
Papers of equal 

difficulty

Autumn and Summer 
exam series

Students cannot mix 
tiers in the same series

First certification 
August 2025



Paper Structure and Assessment Objectives
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Linear
• 2 x 2 Hours
• 100 Marks 
• Formula Sheet Included
• Calculator Allowed

.

Modular 

• 2 x 2 Hours
• 100 Marks 
• Formula Sheet Included
• Calculator Allowed

.



Specification: Assessment Objectives

AO1: Number and Algebra 57–63%

AO2: Shape Space and Measure 22–28%

AO3: Handling Data 12–18%

Standard mathematical 
techniques

Problem solving Mathematical 
reasoning

Foundation Tier 60% 25% 15%

Higher Tier 50% 30% 20%



Uniform Mark Scale (UMS)



Modular Maths Specification A (4XMA1) - Link

9

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/mathematics-a-2024-modular.html


Scheme of Work - Link
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/mathematics-a-2024-modular.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


Scheme of Work - Link
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/mathematics-a-2024-modular.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


Modular Maths Specification A (4XMA1) - Link
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/mathematics-a-2024-modular.html


Exam Window Entry Options
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Yr 11 Summer – Unit 1

Yr 11 Summer – Unit 2

Linear Entry

Yr 10 Summer – Unit 1

Yr 11 Summer – Unit 2

Modular 1

Yr 11 Autumn – Unit 1

Yr 11 Summer – Unit 2

Modular 2

+ Resit Advantages



Content Split
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Progression of Topics – AO1 Number

Unit 1 F H

Basic number skills Y Y

Limits of accuracy Y Y

Surds and indices N y

Unit 2 F H

Ratio and proportion Y Y

Percentage skills Y Y

Standard form Y Y

Repeated percentage change N Y



Progression of Topics – A01 Algebra

Unit 1 F H

Basic algebra skills Y Y

Set notation Y Y

Plotting graphs Y Y

Solving basic quadratics: x2 + …. Y Y

Solving quadratics ax2 + …. N Y

Completing the square N Y

The quadratic formula N Y

Unit 2 F H

Inequalities y Y

Simultaneous equations Y Y

Sequences Y Y

Change of subject Y Y

Algebraic proof N Y

Direct and inverse proportion N Y

Summation of arithmetic series N Y

Function notation and 
transformations

N Y

Differentiation N Y



Progression of Topics – AO2 Shape and Space

Unit 1 F H

Properties and areas of shapes Y Y 

Trigonometry Y Y

Compound measures (speed, 
density)

Y Y

Sine and Cosine rule N Y

Sine area of a triangle N Y

3D Pythagoras’ theorem N Y

Unit 2 F H

Angles in polygons and circles Y Y

Symmetry Y Y

Constructions Y Y

Volume Y Y

Similarity Y Y

Transformations Y Y

Circle theorems N Y

Similar area and volume N Y

Vectors N Y



Progression of Topics – AO3 Handling Data

Unit 1 F H

Basic probability Y Y

Tree diagrams N Y

Conditional probability N Y

Histograms N Y

Unit 2 F H

Statistical measures Y Y

Cumulative frequency diagrams N Y



Revision 
Considerations
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Considerations for Unit 1 Revision – Foundation 

• Number (AO1)

• 1.4(C) use index notation and index laws for multiplication and division of 
positive and negative integer powers including zero

• 2.7(A) solve quadratic equations by factorisation (limited to x2 + bx + c)

• Shape, space and measure (AO2)

• 4.8(A) know, understand and use Pythagoras’ Theorem in two dimensions

• Handling data (AO3)

• 6.1(A) use different methods of presenting data (two way tables)

• 6.3(D) find probabilities from a Venn diagram



Considerations for Unit 1 Revision – Higher 

• Number (AO1)

• 1.4(B) manipulate surds, including rationalising a denominator

• 1.4(C) use index laws to simplify and evaluate numerical expressions involving 
integer, fractional and negative powers

• 1.8(A) solve problems using upper and lower bounds where values are given to 
a degree of accuracy

• 2.7(B) solve quadratic equations by using the quadratic formula or completing 
the square

• Shape, space and measure (AO2)

• 4.7(A) provide reasons, using standard geometrical statements……

• 4.8(D) use Pythagoras’ Theorem in three dimensions

• Handling data (AO3)

• 6.1(A) construct and interpret histograms 

• 6.4(C) use simple conditional probability when combining events



Unit 1 Only Content

• Number (AO1)

• Convert recurring decimals into fractions

• Upper and lower bounds

• Set language and venn diagrams

• Shape, space and measure (AO2)

• understand and use the relationship between average speed, distance 
and time

• Handling data (AO3)

• Construct and interpret histograms 

• Probability



Tiering and 
Resits 
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Resitting Rules 

• Learners can resit any unit irrespective of whether the qualification is 
to be cashed in.

• If a learner resits a unit more than once, only the better of the two 
most recent attempts of that unit will be available for aggregation to 
a qualification grade.



Tiering Options

25

Higher Unit 1

Year 10 Summer

Foundation Unit 1

Autumn Year 11

Foundation Unit 2
Or
Higher Unit 2

Summer Year 11

Foundation Unit 1

Year 10 Summer

Higher Unit 1

Autumn Year 11

Foundation Unit 2
Or
Higher Unit 2

Summer Year 11



Support
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New Maths Qualifications Guide - Link
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/General/pearson-edex-maths-guide-16pp-web.pdf


Mapping Documents
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Text Books Mappings 
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Unit 1 and 2 Mapping Guidance

Foundation Tier Only Questions Identification



End of Presentation
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